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INDIA’S FATE IS TIED TO THE REST OF THE WORLD 
It was through its global interactions that India defined itself throughout its history 

 as an independent nation 
 Ever since Independence, India’s fate has been closely tied to the rest of the world. In some sense, it had no 

choice. A large, newly independent, impoverished, and impossibly diverse country required active engagement with a 

variety of partners for its survival, security, and development. 

 But a constantly evolving international environment presented India not just with opportunities but numerous 

challenges. Its frontiers were initially poorly demarcated and poorly integrated. India came to have two nuclear-armed 

neighbours with which it competed for territory. Several sources of domestic insecurity benefited from support from 

neighbouring countries. And India often found itself at odds with the great powers, ploughing a lonely furrow when it felt 

its greater interests were threatened, as on intervention in Bangladesh, nuclear non-proliferation, or trade. 

 

An overview 

 Today, the troubles may seem plenty leading with the raging COVID-19 pandemic and its adverse effects on 

economic growth prospects, especially when coupled with intensifying competition with China and turmoil in 

Afghanistan. At the same time, India has greater means to tackle them: it is by some measures the sixth largest economy 

in the world, boasts a well-trained and professional military, and has a growing network of international strategic and 

economic partners. This brief overview suggests that India’s future, too, will remain intertwined with global affairs. 

 

The long and winding road 

 India had to adopt a foreign and security posture even before August 15, 1947. Independence and Partition left 

behind a messy territorial legacy. India’s first leaders opted for flexible and friendly relations with both the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union and their respective allies. In fact, India initially received the bulk of development and military assistance 

from the West; it was only from the mid-1950s onwards that the Soviet Union extended support. India also played an 

activist role in the decolonising world, extending diplomatic and (in some cases) security assistance to independence 

movements in Asia and Africa and sending military missions to Korea and the Congo. 

 India’s early efforts were arguably successful in consolidating territorial gains, in accelerating economic growth, 

and in positioning itself in a leadership role in the post-colonial world. But all these efforts suffered following the 1962 

war with China. Despite that immense setback, the world came knocking at India’s door throughout the 1960s. Pakistani 

military adventurism picked up, resulting in the 1965 war. The question of Indian nuclear weapons acquired greater 

urgency following China’s test, even as Indian forces pushed back against China in Sikkim in 1967. There were also 

important economic strides made, including the Green Revolution, undertaken with considerable foreign technical and 

financial assistance. 

 The 1970s and the 1980s presented India with a more contained canvas. The Indo-Soviet Treaty of Friendship 

and Cooperation and the Bangladesh war altered India’s relations with both superpowers and shifted the dynamics of 

the rivalry with Pakistan. The Indian economy remained relatively closed at a time when other Asian economies had 

begun to liberalise. This period saw security challenges come closer to home: the peaceful nuclear explosion, the 

annexation of Sikkim, competition with Pakistan over Siachen, a stand-off with China, an intervention in Sri Lanka, and a 

countercoup in the Maldives. Domestic security challenges also assumed an external angle, whether in Punjab, Jammu 

and Kashmir, Tamil Nadu, or the North-east. Some efforts at resetting relations with the United States, liberalising the 

economy, and pursuing the nuclear option were made, but the outcomes were inconclusive. 

 

After the Cold War 

 The post-Cold War era, therefore, presented India with a range of challenges. The 1991 Gulf war resulted in a 

balance of payments crisis and the liberalisation of the economy. India then adopted a range of reforms to liberalise the 

economy, but it faced more than just economic turmoil. The assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, the 1993 Mumbai bombings, 

and the insurgency in Jammu and Kashmir presented grave new security challenges. Yet, the period that followed 

witnessed some important developments under the prime ministership of P.V. Narasimha Rao: the advent of the Look 

East Policy and relations with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations; the establishment of diplomatic ties with 

Israel; the signing of a border peace and tranquility agreement with China; initial military contacts with the U.S., and 

preparations for nuclear tests. 

 The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government built further upon these developments, conducting a series of tests in 

1998, negotiating a return to normal relations with most major powers within two years, and concluding an important 
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set of agreements with China in 2003. At the same time, efforts at normalising ties with Pakistan were frustrated by the 

Kargil war, the hijacking of Indian Airlines flight IC-814 to Kandahar (Afghanistan), and the 2001 attack on India’s 

Parliament. These years also witnessed a rapid growth of the Indian economy, fuelled by a boom in information and 

communication technology companies, the services sector, and a rising consumer market. 

 After 2004, the Manmohan Singh government worked extensively to resolve the outstanding question of India’s 

nuclear status. By eliminating barriers to ‘dual use’ technologies and equipment, as well as a host of associated export 

controls, India had the opportunity to establish robust defence relations with the U.S. and its allies. Yet, the global 

financial crisis in 2008-09 presaged a slight change in approach, whereby India sought to partner with China and other 

rising powers on institutional reform, financial lending, climate change, and sovereignty. Coupled with an economic 

deceleration after 2011, India’s relations with the U.S. and Europe grew more contentious over the next three years. 

 Beginning in 2013, a more assertive China began to test India on the border and undermine Indian interests in 

South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region. After the second such border crisis in late 2014, a more competitive India-China 

relationship emerged. With further stand-offs at Doklam and Ladakh between 2017 and 2021, India opted to boycott 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative, raise barriers to Chinese investment, ban some Chinese technology, and consult more 

closely with other balancing powers in the Indo-Pacific. Security relations and understandings with the U.S. and its allies 

(Japan, France, Australia) accelerated after 2014. A greater emphasis on neighbourhood connectivity was adopted. While 

efforts were made to engage with Pakistan between 2014 and 2016, a series of Pakistani provocations resulted in a deep 

freeze in India-Pakistan relations, further reinforced by the terrorist attacks at Uri and Pulwama and Indian reprisals. 

Meanwhile, India’s relations with West Asian partners assumed greater importance. 

 

An international India 

 India’s objectives have been broadly consistent: development, regional security, a balance of power, and the 

shaping of international consensus to be more amenable to Indian interests. At the same time, India’s means and the 

international landscape have changed, as have domestic political factors. This necessitated different approaches to 

international engagement between 1947 and 1962, between 1971 and 1991, and between 1991 and 2008. 

 As India enters its 75th year of independence, there are plenty of reasons for cautious optimism about its place 

in the world. Yet, the ravages of COVID-19 and growing international competition also underscore the difficulties that 

India will likely face as it attempts to transform into a prosperous middle-income country, a secure polity, and a 

proactive shaper of international norms. What is certain is that India will not have the luxury to turn inwards. In fact, it 

was through its global interactions that India defined itself throughout its history as an independent nation. 

 

 interaction (noun) –  direct involvement. 

 throughout (adverb) – all through, from beginning to 

end. 

 impoverished (adjective) – weakened, exhausted, 

drained, diminished, depleted. 

 impossibly (adverb) – very, extremely, exceedingly, 

exceptionally. 

 diverse (adjective) – involving people from a range of 

different social and ethnic backgrounds. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 

involvement. 

 constantly (adverb) – always. 

 evolve (verb) – alter, change, transform gradually; 

develop, progress, advance gradually. 

 frontier (noun) – the political and geographical area 

near or beyond a boundary; border, boundary, 

borderline, dividing line, demarcation line. 

 demarcate (verb) – distinguish, delimit, mark, 

delineate (the boundaries). 

 at odds (phrase) – inconsistent, in conflict, in 

opposition, contrary to. 

 great power (noun) – a country that has a great 

international influence, resources, and military 

strength. 

 plough one’s own furrow (phrase) – to do something 

independently (& separately) without the 

help/support of others. 

 interest (noun) – common concern, especially in 

politics. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening in 

something; involvement, interference. 

 non-proliferation (noun) – prevention of the spread of  

something (nuclear weapons, weapons technology & 

etc.). 

 rage (verb) – (of a disease) spread very quickly or 

uncontrollably; be at its height, be uncontrollable; 

reach a high degree of intensity. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 adverse (adjective) – dangerous, harmful, detrimental, 

unhealthy; unfavourable, disadvantageous, bad. 

 prospects (noun) – chances, possibilities, 

expectations, outlook, future. 

 (be) couple with (verb) – combine, integrate, connect, 

incorporate, link. 
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 turmoil (noun) – disorder, turbulence, confusion, 

trouble, chaos. 

 means (noun) – way, procedure, method. 

 boast (verb) – possess, have, own. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-term 

or overall goals. 

 intertwine (verb) – connect/link closely. 

 winding (adjective) – twisting and turning, full of 

twists and turns, zigzag. 

 posture (noun) – position, stand. 

 leave behind (phrasal verb) – cause, produce a thing 

or situation that remains after someone has gone. 

 messy (adjective) – (of a situation/condition) chaotic, 

confused, disorganized, difficult to deal with. 

 territorial (adjective) – relating to a particular territory 

(area/region). 

 legacy (noun) – something received from a 

predecessor or from the past. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a political or 

societal change/cause. 

 decolonise (verb) – to release a state (from a colony) 

to have autonomy and outright independence from 

the colonial rulers. 

 diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & sensitive) 

consular, foreign-policy. 

 arguably (adverb) – possibly, conceivably, maybe, 

potentially. 

 consolidate (verb) – strengthen, make stronger, 

secure, stabilize, reinforce, fortify. 

 accelerate (verb) – increase, hasten, expedite, speed 

up.. 

 setback (noun) – problem, difficulty, issue. 

 knock at the door (phrase) – to try to get the 

attention of. 

 adventurism (noun) – the inclination/readiness to 

take risks in business or politics. 

 urgency (noun) – importance, top priority, gravity, 

necessity, exigency, seriousness. 

 push back (phrasal verb) – force back, repel, fight off; 

refuse, reject, prevent. 

 strides (noun) – progress, advancement. 

 green revolution (noun) – it was the result of a 

sequence of scientific breakthroughs and 

development activities (1960s-1970s) that successfully 

increased food production. It marked a transition from 

traditional agriculture in India and the introduction of 

high-yielding varieties of seeds and the associated 

agricultural techniques. It mainly increased the food 

crops production in the state of Punjab, Haryana and   

parts of western Uttar Pradesh. 

 undertake (verb) – begin, start; engage in, become 

involved in. 

 canvas (noun) – image, representation, portrayal, 

depiction. 

 Treaty of Friendship, 1950 (noun) – In January 1950, a 

five-year Treaty of Friendship was signed between the 

Government of India and the Royal Government of 

Afghanistan in New Delhi. Other than affirming 

“everlasting peace and friendship between the two 

Governments”, the treaty provided for establishment 

of diplomatic and consular posts in each other’s 

territories. 

 superpower (noun) – a very powerful and dominant 

country. This is done through the combined means of 

economic, military, technological, political and cultural 

strength as well as diplomatic and soft power 

influence. 

 dynamics (noun) – basic/fundamental cause or force 

that triggers change within a system. 

 rivalry (noun) – opposition, conflict, discord; vying, 

competition, contention. 

 liberalise (verb) – to make something 

(regulations/norms) less strict. 

 close to home (phrase) – affect someone directly, 

usually in a way that makes him/her feel embarrassed, 

uncomfortable or upset. 

 annexation (noun) – conquest, occupation, takeover. 

 stand-off (noun) – deadlock, stalemate, impasse (in a 

dispute/conflict). 

 coup (noun) – a sudden and violent regime change, 

seizure of power, (illegal) takeover of power. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, take 

up (an activity). 

 inconclusive (adjective) – indecisive, proving nothing, 

resolving nothing. 

 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of 

political and military tension after World War II 

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United 

States and a group of countries) and powers in the 

Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and a group of 

countries). 

 cold war (noun) – a state of political and military 

tension between two countries, especially 

superpowers (i.e. the U.S. and China). 

 balance of payments (BOP) (noun) – The balance of 

payments of a country is the difference between all 

money flowing into the country in a particular period 

of time and the outflow of money to the rest of the 

world. 

 liberalisation (noun) – removal or loosening of 

restrictions on something, typically an economic or 

political system. 

 assassination (noun) – murder, killing. 

 insurgency (noun) – uprising, revolt, rebellion. 

 advent (noun) – arrival, appearance, emergence, 

occurrence. 
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 Look East Policy (noun) – In 1992, former Prime 

Minister PV Narasimha Rao enunciated (put 

forwarded) a “Look East Policy” reaching out to 

Southeast Asia, India has engaged the region on all 

fronts — diplomatic and security, economic and 

people-to-people. Former Prime Ministers Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh built on Narasimha 

Rao’s foundation and constructed a robust 

relationship with the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN). 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 tranquility (noun) – peacefulness, restfulness, 

calmness, quietness. 

 build upon (phrasal verb) – develop, enhance, expand 

on. 

 negotiate (verb) – discuss terms, hold talks, discuss a 

settlement, talk, try to reach a compromise. 

 normalise (verb) – return to a normal situation. 

 frustrate (verb) – obstruct, impede, hamper, hinder, 

thwart; annoy, vex, irritate. 

 hijacking (noun) – seizing, taking over, 

commandeering (something unlawfully); hostage-

taking. 

 fuel (verb) – stimulate, boost, encourage, support, 

nurture. 

 boom (noun) – a period of rapid growth. 

 barrier (noun) – blockade, hurdle, obstacle, stumbling 

block, impediment, hindrance. 

 “dual-use” technology (noun) – it refers to technology 

that can be used for both peaceful and military aims. 

 a host of (noun) – a lot, a large number, a great 

quantity. 

 robust (adjective) – strong, vigorous, powerful. 

 presage (verb) – augur, portend, indicate. 

 climate change (noun) – a long-term change in the 

Earth’s climate, or of a region on Earth (Courtesy: 

NASA). 

 sovereignty (noun) – sovereignty means the 

independent authority of the State, not being subject 

to the control of any other State or external power; 

independent authority/control, self-government, self-

rule. 

 deceleration (noun) – slowing down, easing off, 

reduction, diminishing, lessening. 

 contentious (adjective) – controversial, disputable, 

debatable.  

 assertive (adjective) – dominant, domineering, 

forceful, authoritative. 

 undermine (verb) – weaken, subvert, sabotage, 

damage. 

 competitive (adjective) – ambitious, combative, 

contentious, aggressive. 

 boycott (verb) – avoid, shun, reject. 

 Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (noun) – The Belt and 

Road Initiative, formerly known as One Belt One Road 

or OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure 

development strategy adopted by the Chinese 

government in 2013 to invest in nearly 71 countries 

and international organizations. It is also referred to as 

“21st century silk road”. From South-east Asia to 

Eastern Europe and Africa, Belt and Road includes 71 

countries that account for half the world’s population 

and a quarter of global GDP. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-Pacific 

region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the 

Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect in 

Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, and more). 

 emphasis (noun) – importance, significance; priority, 

insistence. 

 provocation (noun) – annoyance, irritation, agitation, 

vexation; stirring, goading, prompting. 

 freeze (noun) – suspension, hold/halt, standstill. 

 reinforce (verb) – support, strengthen, fortify, bolster 

up, underpin. 

 reprisal (noun) – retaliation, counterattack, 

counterstroke. 

 consistent (adjective) – steady, stable, constant, 

regular. 

 balance of power (phrase) – stability in a system 

composed of a number of autonomous forces. 

Whenever the equilibrium is disturbed either by an 

outside force or by a change in one or the other 

elements composing the system, the system shows a 

tendency to re-establish either the original or a new 

equilibrium. 

 consensus (noun) – an idea or opinion that is shared 

by all the people in a group. 

 amenable (adjective) – manageable, responsive, easily 

handled. 

 landscape (noun) – terrain, environment; the 

distinctive features (of a field of activity). 

 necessitate (verb) – make necessary, require, need, 

demand, call for. 

 optimism (noun) – hopefulness, hope, confidence, 

positive attitude, buoyancy. 

 ravage (verb) – devastate, ruin, destroy, wreak havoc 

on, damage. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, highlight. 

 prosperous (adjective) – flourishing, thriving, 

successful, burgeoning. 

 polity (noun) – a politically organized society. 

 proactive (adjective) – aggressive, intense. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rule.  

 luxury (noun) – boon, benefit, advantage. 
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